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Abstract:

The effects of the anomalously warm European summer of 2003 highlighted the importance of
understanding the relationship between elevated atmospheric temperature and human mortality. This
review is an extension of the brief evidence examining this relationship provided in the IPCC's Assessment
Reports. A comprehensive and critical review of the literature is presented, which highlights avenues for
further research, and the respective merits and limitations of the methods used to analyse the relationships.
In contrast to previous reviews that concentrate on the epidemiological evidence, this review acknowledges
the inter-disciplinary nature of the topic and examines the evidence presented in epidemiological,
environmental health, and climatological journals. As such, present temperature-mortality relationships are
reviewed, followed by a discussion of how these are likely to change under climate change scenarios. The
importance of uncertainty, and methods to include it in future work, are also considered.
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Resource Description

Early Warning System: &

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Temperature
Temperature: Extreme Cold, Extreme Heat, Fluctuations
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
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Global or Unspecified
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Morbidity/Mortality

Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Model/Methodology: X
type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource
Methodology, Other Projection Model/Methodology

Other Projection Model/Methodology: discussion only

Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource

Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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